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Commander’s Corner  by Commander Ted Rodda 

Auxiliary President Donna Rodda 

    Bert Hodge Post 45 is advancing at an amazing pace.  We are seeing new members become a part of our 

post on a regular basis.  Our 3rd Saturday night dinner was a big success and we honored 20 U.S. Army veter-

ans for their service to our country.  Stan Owens is close to presenting candidates for Boys State.  The new 

fundraiser drawing is garnering excitement.  Messers Bait & Tackle has offered to let us set up a table to pro-

mote our post through information, membership and sell fundraiser tickets.  Ramps/decks are being built by 

members of the SAL, Riders and the Legion.  Department Commander Shuga will have visited the post 

(Wednesday, Jan. 31st) by the time this is published.  Membership Chair Ken Moore has us on track with en-

rollment/re-enrollment. A booklet is being put together that highlights the activities of Post 45 for this year.  

When it is finished a copy will be made available to the post. 

    There are only a few things that are needed.  More volunteers!  With all that we are doing there is so much 

more that is needed.  Your help is valuable.  Anything from an hour or two a week to several days a week 

would enable our post to increase the work we do to assist our veterans.  Don’t wait to be asked.  Step forward 

and offer your services.  Our post as part of the American Legion has so much to offer.  We are the only thing 

that limits our services.  Without you nothing can be accomplished.                                                                 

Never forget - WE ARE THE AMERICAN LEGION! 

   “I can’t believe it’s February”  How many times do you think you will hear this phrase this month? Time 

has a way of disappearing.  

    How many things have you done for the veterans? There are many opportunities ahead. We just sent a few 

boxes to our military overseas. We will be packing and sending more later. We are making mats for the home-

less and making lap blankets for those in the nursing homes. We are making plans to deliver these items soon.  

    Are you involved? If crafts aren’t something that interests you, how about making calls to our absent mem-

bers or visiting those who are home bound? There are many things you can be involved in. The 

1st Saturday of every month we share an inside membership table with the Legionnaires at Walmart by the 

Wall Of Honor. Do you like visiting with people? If so, this may be a perfect job for you and a chance to en-

list new members. If you sign up five new members in a year, you receive a pin. There are so many things you 

can do for someone-from the simple to the complex.  

    So, even 15 minutes can change a person’s life, make them happy or make a veteran feel proud to have 

served. If we keep our eyes on our purpose for being an American Legion Auxiliary unit, we will do well. Al-

ways remember to turn in those valuable volunteer hours. Sheets available in Auxiliary box by post watch. 

See you at the meeting.  

FEEDBACK REQUESTED:  Do you read your Informer newsletter? Are you still interested in what our post is doing?  Do you 

have an email address to use and save the post postage and material expenses?  At this time we are mailing copies to 153 members. 

These are members that have not supplied us with an email address.  Please send your responses “Attention Newsletter Editor, 

American Legion Post 45, 316 Osceola St, Palatka FL 32177”.   Also,  do you want your name removed from general message 

blasts sent with announcements of upcoming event reminders?  Please” Reply” to the email blast and your address will be removed. 

We want to service you in the best way possible and keep you as an active volunteer member for the Legion and Auxiliary. 



Calendar of events for February 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  Post open  2  Post open  

 

3 All You Can Eat 

Breakfast  

Yard Sale  8—2 

Walmart      

membership  

table 9-5 

     

                                   Jan 31, Wednesday 

 

            Department Commander Steve Shuga visiting Post 45 at 2:00.  

Short program of what we have accomplished and future plans for the 

year.  Legionnaires—please attend in dress uniform if you have it.   

4 Post  closed 

   

 

 

5 Post open  

    Lunch  

 

  

 

 

6 Post open  

  

Azalea  

Cruisers 6 pm 

 

 

7 Post open  

    Lunch   

Legion Exec mtg 

10:30 

Crafting group  

10-2 

8  Post open  

 Legion  and 

Auxiliary 

Pot luck dinner 

at 6 pm and  

meeting at 7 pm 

9 Post open  

 

 

 

10 All You Can 

Eat Breakfast  

                          

 

11 Post closed 

  

 

 

12  Post open  

     Lunch  

 

 

13  Post open  

 

 

 

 

14  Post open  

      Lunch  

Valentine’s Day 

Ash Wednesday 

 

Crafting group  

10-2 

15  Post open  

 

16  Post open  

  

Post Clean-up 

10 am 

Help needed 

 

17 All You Can 

Eat Breakfast  

 

Valentine  Dinner 

@ 6 pm 

Open to public 
 

RSVP-required 

18  Post closed 

  

 

 

19  Post open  

     Lunch  

 

Presidents Day 

  

 

20  Post open  

 

 

21 Post open  

      Lunch  

 

Crafting group  

10-2 

22 Post open  

 

 

23 Post open  

 

 

Newsletter   

articles due 

24 All You Can 

Eat Breakfast  
 

AL Riders -9:30  

SAL - 10:30  
 

 

 25 Post closed 
 

26 Post open 

 

Fold  

newsletters at 

10 am 

27 Post open  

 

. 

 

 

28 Post open  
      Lunch  
 

Crafting group  

10-2 

 

 

“Don’t settle for average. Bring your best to the   

moment.  Then, whether it fails or succeeds, at least 

you know you gave all you had. 

                                              Angela Bassett 

1) All you can eat Breakfast served Saturdays  8 am -11 am             2) Lunch served Mondays and Wednesdays 11 am –2 pm          

3) Post open 10 am—3 pm week days                                                                    3rd Saturday —Post Dinner open to the public 

2nd Thursday—Legion & Auxiliary potluck @6 pm & meeting @7 pm             4th Saturday—AL Riders and SAL meetings 

   Post Renters Information: This is a courtesy to those who rent our post home.  Hall rental disclaimer – Groups that meet here are 

in no way endorsed, supported or sponsored by Bert Hodge Post 45.  These groups all pay a rental fee for the use of our post to host 

their meetings.  Any member that attends the meetings are there of their own accord and are not representing the American  Legion 

or Post 45.  We list their meeting times in our calendar as a courtesy to them.  Post 45 has and will always abide by the Constitution 

and By-Laws set in place by the American Legion and Post 45. 

    The post is available for group meetings, private functions and more.  For more information on renting the post for your event, 

call the post at 386-328-6976 or email post45palatka@gmail.com. Visit our web page, post45palatka.webs.com, to see what is  

available. 

    Do you know of a group looking for a place to meet weekly, monthly or multiple times a year? How about someone needing it for 

a one time meeting, party or event?  If you look above at the calendar, you will see that there are many open days and times that are 

available for renting. Members and the public are welcome to rent the building and the kitchen, if needed.  If interested, please con-

tact the post watch desk with your name, contact information, when you would like it reserved, and what you would like to use it 

for.  Someone from the Executive Committee will contact you with the rental agreement guidelines and confirm the days/times if 

agreeable.  Contact information for groups and the public may be given to post watch and the Executive Committee can follow up. 

mailto:post45palatka@gmail.com


Post address and contact information 

         316 Osceola Street, Palatka, FL. 32177                                                

Phone Number: 386-328-6976 

Post Website: post45palatka.@webs.com                                    

Post Email: post45palatka@gmail.com                 

Auxiliary Email: dcraux45@gmail.com                       

 Newsletter Editor: newsletter.post45@gmail.com 

Happy Birthday to each of you! 

Legionnaires: Virginia Wygonik,  2nd-James Kinard, Dave Wil-

kinson 6th-Paul Reid, 8th-William Treib, 14th-Rudolf Stein-

hauser, 18th-Gary Coward, James Kilgore, 24th-William Wing 

Auxiliary: 4th-Dianne Sanders, 13th-Anna Nelson, 22nd– Au-

gustine Davenport 

    If you need an address to mail them a card, please contact 

Membership chairman Ken Moore or President Donna Rodda.. 

Their phone numbers are at left in “Officers” box. 

Post Officers 2017-2018 
Commander    Ted Rodda                 386-972-8119 
1st Vice      Chuck Gauthier         386-336-1083  

2nd Vice    Bob Sanders   937-403-4914  

3rd Vice     Lester Sheppard  386-325-4886  

Adjutant       Greg Andries   719-310-7519 

Finance Officer    Charlie Burkley   601-955-2324  

Chaplain    Vacant     ????? 

Judge Advocate    Stan Owens   386-530-1455 

Sargent-At-Arms    James Kinard                   386-649-8738 

Asst Sgt-at Arms    Corky Becker   386-328-6020 

Member at Large    Walt Hunt   904-315-3714 

Member at Large    Lester Sheppard  386-972-2153 

Service Officer    Richard Williams  904-868-6401 

Asst Service Off.    Ray BQ Buquo   386-684-1287 

Historian/Bugler    Curtis Bennett   386-972-3300 

Honor Guard Capt. Stan Owens    386-530-1455 

Membership    Ken Moore   386-385-2542 

Auxiliary Officers 2017-2018 

President     Donna Rodda  386-972-9199  

1st Vice/      Pat Hunt  904-501-7186  

2nd Vice     Pat Andries  719-433-5366 

Secretary      Dianne Sanders 937-403-4914               

Treasurer     Vacant  ?????  

Chaplain     Augustine Davenport 386-546-3356 

Membership     Pat Hunt  904-501-7186  

Sargent-At-Arms     Linda Sliter  386-326-9431 

Member at Large     Marilynn Gauthier 386-325-9868  

Member at Large     Vacant  ????? 

Member at Large      Vacant  ????? 

SAL Officers 2017-2018 

Commander     Chuck Gauthier   386-336-1083  

1st Vice     Joe Karasiewicz 386-244-8188 

Judge Advocate    Stan Owens  386-530-1455 

Finance      Charlie Burkley  601-955-2324 

Chaplain    Lester Sheppard 386-972-2153 

AL Riders Officers 2017-2018  

Director     Charles Burkley  601-955-2324 

1st Vice    Vacant   ?????  

Sargent-at-Arms   Stan Owens  386-530-1455 

Asst Sgt-at-Arms   Luke Owens  904-517-9699 

Road Captain   BQ Buquo  386-684-1287 

Safety Officer   Vacant   ????? 

Treasurer   Greg Andries  719-310-7519 

Secretary    Kaye Rogers-Wells 386-983-7117 

Membership   Vacant                 ????? 

2nd Vice   Walt Hunt  904-315-3714 

Chaplain   Ted Rodda  386-972-8119 

Quarter Master   Kaye Rogers-Wells 386-983-7117 

Historian   Kaye Rogers-Wells 386-983-7117 

Membership—Legion   Ken Moore 

    I would like to start by welcoming all our new members and 

encourage you to be a part of the many activities we have, let us 

know your interests just talk to one of the officers. We are com-

ing to the end of January and membership renewals are just 

over 82%.  Please, if you haven't renewed for 2018, please do 

so. There are some members who need 1 more new member to 

qualify for the family first pin. I hope to see more of our mem-

bers do so.  

   On a side note, I would like for anyone that does not wish to 

keep their legion magazine when their done with it to bring 

them in so I can take them to the VA Clinic, hospital and nurs-

ing homes in town each month.  Be sure to either cut out your 

address label or mark thru it.    

    Thank you everyone for your support.  God Bless.  

Deceased Member - 

Norm Peterson, 89, passed away on Jan 7th at Haven Hospice. 

He lived in Palatka since 1958 and served in the U.S. Navy dur-

ing World War II.  He was a member of The American Legion 

Post 45 for many years.  Overturf-Johnson Funeral Home was 

entrusted with the funeral arrangements. 

   “Giving frees us from the familiar territory of our own 

needs by opening our mind to the unexplained worlds oc-

cupied by the needs of others.” Barbara Bush 

Flag Presentation at Palatka News 

   When driving by the Palatka Newspaper building many times 

it was noticed that they were no longer flying the American flag 

or the Florida state flag.  Greg Andries stopped by to inquire 

about why.  The man who would raise and lower the flags daily 

died and no one took his place.  Chuck Gauthier and Greg An-

dries presented them the American flag and raised it on their 

flag pole.  We will also provide them with a Florida state flag.   

post45palatka.webs.com
mailto:post45palatka@gmail.com
mailto:cromertheresa@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter.post45@gmail.com


This is a story of American Legion member Charlie Cox, a snowbird from Michigan.                                             

Written by Diane Kline-Gorney as a class assignment.  (Part 2) 

    Charlie’s dad eventually got a job as a foreman with the Georgia highway department and “Life got a little better for us after 
that,” Charlie proclaimed.  As Charlie got older, he knew he had to do something worthwhile, so he enlisted in the Army in Septem-

ber 1965 at 18 years of age. His father told him, “You’ll starve here.  You need to get out of these mountains.” 

   Charlie always admired the soldiers wo trained next to his home  The Army seemed like a logical choice.  The draft was just be-
ginning and before long Charlie knew it would not be an option to enlist, it would be mandatory.  It was in this year that President 

Lyndon Johnson ordered the first ground troops into Vietnam. Until this time, the US was just sending military advisers to help the 
South Vietnamese fight against the communist North.  However, when North Vietnam fired on US ships in the Gulf of Tonkin, 

President Johnson bombed North Vietnam and sent in ground troops.  Charlie was sent to Fort Stewart in Georgia which was about 
200 miles from home  After basic training he was sent to a school to become a Morse Code operator in the Signal Corps.   Charlie 
reports that learning Morse Code seemed to come easily to him and that he was doing really well.  Then one day one of his friends 

told him he should not be a reader because he would end up in the jungle by himself.  Charlie said he thought  about this, and “All 
of a sudden, I didn’t remember how to do anything so I flunked out of the Signal Corps and they gave me a new military occupa-

tional specialty (MOS),”  Charlie became trained in telephone operations. He was then shipped out to Okinawa.  There they gave 
him the title of crane operator, so they put him to work in a warehouse.  Charlie was issued a .45 caliber pistol. 

   While at the range, he complained there was something wrong with his pistol.  The captain brought in Charlie’s target to examine 

it and discovered he had hit the target every time, but Charlie knew he could do better if he had a better pistol. The captain told 
Charlie to try his .45 Caliber pistol.  Charlie stated, “I put three shots in the bullseye.  They immediately put me on the unit’s pistol 

team  That’s when I screwed up.”  A few hours before the competition, he got nervous.  He stopped by the Enlisted Men's Club and 
had a double vodka and orange juice.  When the range guard smelled the vodka, I was immediately thrown off the team, and need-
less to say the captain took back his Match.45.”  After that, he spent most of his time in the warehouse keeping things in order. 

   Watch for Part 3 in this series in the March Informer.  Visit with Charlie at the post for more stories. 

Auxiliary Lottery Tickets Wreath Drawing   

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 45 is hav-

ing a drawing for a “Lottery Ticket” wreath. 

Stop by to see the beautiful wreath made by 

Duel Member Rebekah Hutton. More tickets 

will be added every month. There will be more 

than $100 worth of purchased tickets on the day of the draw-

ing.  The tickets are $5.00 each and are available from Auxilia-

ry members or from Post Watch members at the post.  The 

drawing will be at the post around 12:30pm on May 28th, fol-

lowing the Memorial Day parade and ceremony. Proceeds of 

this wreath drawing will be used to help our Putnam county 

veterans in need. Thank you for your support and God bless 

you! 

Four Chaplains Sunday 

    The first Sunday in February is Four Chaplains Sunday.  

This date marks the anniversary of the sinking of USAT Dor-

chester by a U-boat in the North Atlantic on Feb. 3, 1943.  

Among the 672 who died were four American Chaplains of 

different faiths - Protestant, Jewish, and Catholic  - who gave 

their lifejackets to others and went down with their ship.  For 

the story of the Four Chaplains, go to http://

www.fourchaplains.org/  

Legion “Seven Prizes” Drawing 

    The Legionnaires are sponsoring a drawing for seven priz-

es—$100 gift card, $300 meat package, fishing package, stain-

less steel grill, patio set with table, 6 chairs and umbrella, 50 

inch TV, and an Amethyst jewelry set.  Pictures are at the post.  

    Tickets are $10 each for a chance to win one of the 7 prizes. 

Drawings will be following the Riverside ceremony on Memo-

rial Day at the post located “On the hill at 9th and Crill”.       

Tickets may be purchased from any Post 45 Legion member.  

Election Committee and Officers Needed   
 

    Can you believe elections are coming up in April again? Both 
the Legion and Auxiliary need volunteers to chair their nominat-
ing committees. If you're interested in running for a position, 
please contact Commander Ted, Adjutant Greg or Auxiliary 
officers The names will be passed on when nominating chair-
men are announced.  Let them know what position you're seek-
ing. Feel free to put your name in for multiple positions, for if 
you don't get elected for one, you may get elected for another. 
All positions to include Commander and President are up for 
nominations.  
    Don't be afraid to run for a position, for we won't let you fail. 
We all start with very little knowledge of the Legion and Auxil-
iary, but when you're done with your term, you're a lot more 
knowledgeable. To get more knowledgeable about the Legion, 
you can go to https://www.legion.org/alei and take the free basic 
training course. At the end of the course, there's a 40 question 
test you can take. All you need to do is get 31/40 correct. Once 
you complete the test, you will receive a certificate plus an op-
portunity to purchase a pin for only $5.00.                                                                    
To get more knowledgeable about Auxiliary you can go to  
https://www.alaforveterans.org/Members/Leadership.  
 
    You'll be surprised how much you can learn from this. 

 

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”  

Helen Keller 

http://www.fourchaplains.org/
http://www.fourchaplains.org/


Lunch Menu 

Sandwiches come with a Pickle Spear and Chips 

Sliced Roast Beef  Lettuce, Tomato, & Sliced Onion      $5.00                   

Ham and Cheese                                                 $5.00 

Corned Beef on Rye                   $5.00                   

Hamburger                     $5.00    

Bacon, Lettuce, & Tomato                             $5.00  

Ham Club on Wheat                                      $6.00 

Turkey Club on Wheat         $6.00 

BBQ Pork  on a bun                           $5.00  

Egg Salad                     $4.00 

Philly Cheese Steak                                            $6.00            

Beef, Provolone, Green Peppers, Onions and  Mushrooms                    

Rueben               $6.00   

Corned Beef, Sauerkraut, Swiss Cheese, Thousand Island Dressing on Rye 

 

Sandwich Toppings $.50 each 

Cheese - Yellow or Swiss,  Mushrooms,   Bacon,                    

Grilled Onions,  Sauerkraut,   Green Peppers,   Jalapenos 

House Salad  Lettuce, Tomatoes, Sliced Onion       $3.00 

Drinks $1.00 each 

Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Cherry Pepsi,                                     

Coke, Diet Coke, Mt. Dew, Mt. Dew Red,                    

Dr. Pepper, Diet Dr. Pepper, Cherry Dr. Pepper,          

Root Beer, 7-Up, Orange, Bottled Water 

Ice Cream 

Milk Shakes                            $4.00                   

Chocolate, Strawberry, Vanilla, or Mocha        

Floats                               $3.00   

Root Beer, 7-Up or Orange 

Sundae s                                        $3.00                 

Hot Fudge or Caramel 

From Your Kitchen Committee  - Contact us at 386-328-6976 

Lunch service is  

Mondays and Wednesdays  

from 11 am to 2 pm   

Delivery is available in the Palatka area. 

See our lunch menu.  

Breakfast every Saturday from 8 to 11 am.                       

$7.00 a person is a really great deal.  Bring your family 

and friends to Post 45 for the breakfast buffet. 

Kitchen Worker Schedule for February 

Saturday Breakfast  

February 3 Gary Curtis 

February 10 Gary Sheryl 

February 17 Gary Bob 

February 24 Gary Charlie 

Newsletter Folding Help Needed Once a Month 
 

     Every month, 5 or 6 Legion Family members get together 

for a couple of hours for the purpose of folding and tabbing the 

newsletter in preparation for mailing.   

         If you would like to help with the newsletters stop by on 

the date listed on this newsletter calendar or contact Pat Andries 

at “newsletter.post45@gmail.com”  or  719-433-5366.  Folding 

day/ time may change so check with Pat to volunteer. 

January Army Recognition  Dinner 

   What a turn out! We had a recognition ceremony for our 

American Legion and our community Army veterans.  Certifi-

cates of Appreciation for their service, challenger coins and 

pins were presented to nineteen men and women Army veter-

ans that attended the dinner.  The Legion served a choice of 

shrimp or chicken with coleslaw, baked potato, corn and  a se-

lection of desserts. The food was delicious and the comradery 

was great! Many new family members from the community 

shared their evening with us. Big band music played in the 

background for atmosphere.  

 

Helping us 

support our 

veterans!  

Thank you 

    If you are available to volunteer for any of our dinners, 

lunches  or breakfasts, please contact Ted Rodda or Gary 

St.Onge.  

    If you can’t carry the trays to the tables maybe you could 

help with the preparing the food, dishes, sweeping, or washing 

off the tables. Your support would also be appreciated by at-

tending these events. Your  help is needed and will be very 

much appreciated. 



    Boys State 2018                                  Stan Owens                                                   

    We are now taking applications for Boys State 2018 .  The 
information with application forms can be found at The American 
Legion State of Florida website:  
https://www.floridalegion.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Boys-
State-Interview-Application-2018.pdf     
Contact Stan Owens if you know a boy that is a Junior and inter-
ested in attending. 386-530-1455. 
   Next step from Boys State to Boys Nation: Two representatives 
from each of the 49 Boys States represent their state at Boys Na-
tion in Washington, where the young leaders receive an education 
on the structure and function of federal government. 
   The first Boys Nation – then called Boys Forum of National 
Government – convened at American University in Washington 
in August 1946. The 1946 American Legion National Convention 
adopted the event as an official youth activity. Three years later, 
it became American Legion Boys Nation. 
   At the event, each delegate acts as a senator from his Boys 
State. The young lawmakers caucus at the beginning of the ses-
sion, then organize into committees and conduct hearings on bills 
submitted by program delegates. 
   Senators learn the proper method of handling bills, according to 
U.S. Senate rules. Participation in the political process is empha-
sized throughout the week, including organization of party con-
ventions and nominating and electing a president and vice presi-
dent. 
   The week of government training also includes lectures, forums 
and visits to federal agencies, national shrines, institutions, me-
morials and historical sites. On Capitol Hill, Boys Nation sena-
tors meet with elected officials from their home states. 
   Since Boys Nation began in 1946, a number of its graduates 
have been elected to public office, including presidents, congress-
men, state governors and state legislators. Many others have been 
inspired to work for the campaigns of individuals seeking public 
office. 
   Do you know a young man we can help with advancing his 
dreams and goals of serving our country and veterans through our 
government?  Contact Stan Owens today.  
   If you know a girl that would like to attend Girls State, please 
contact Donna Rodda, President Unit 45 Auxiliary for more in-
formation or go to the ALA FL.org web site.  

Become a “45 Informer” Sponsor Events Coming Up in February 

Feb 3 -Membership Table at Walmart Wall of Honor  9am-5pm 

Feb 10—Chili cook-off at Emory Bennett. Set up at 10 am.  

Feb 17– Valentine’s Day Steak Dinner at the post. PLEASE 
RSVP to the post at 386-328-6976 ! Auxiliary will be recognized. 

Future Events— 

Mar 3rd– Northern Area Ball—American Legion Post 129 in 
Jacksonville. 

Mar 3-4—Azalea Festival 

Mar 10th —District 17 meeting at Post 6 in Deland.  Registration 
begins at 12 and meeting at 1 pm. Bring a covered dish. End of 
Year reports will be addressed at this meeting.  

Mar 15 American Legion Birthday—99 years! 

Mar 17—Tent outside Walmart  & St Patrick's Day Dinner  

Mar 16-24 Putnam County Fair 

May 6th—Auxiliary Constitution Conference at Post 6 in Deland. 
Registration at noon meeting at 1 pm.  We will be electing a new 
District President. 

   Would you like to be a sponsor of the Post 45 newsletter?  It’s 
easy to do and it’s a one time yearly, to help cover the cost of 
printing and mailing to those without internet access.            

   The Bronze level is $5—$49. Silver level $50-$99 and Gold 
level is $100 and up. Send or bring in your donation and give us 
your name to appear in the appropriate level or you can remain 
anonymous.  Thank you for helping us keep you Informed! 

GOLD;  John R. Clark,  David Wilkinson Carpentry, 8 Anony-
mous Members, Anita Becker, The Hodge Family x2, Robert 
Baldwin, Gary St. Onge  

BRONZE;   James Kinard & R.E.C  

                         American Legion Riders 
                  Charles Burkley Director 

 
   If you haven’t already paid your dues for this year, 
please bring them in at this time.  Dues are still $20. 

      There are a few things going on this month for the Riders 
in our District.  We'd like to have a good showing from our 
Chapter.   
 
Feb. 4th - Post 361 S. Daytona Super Bowl Souper 5:30 to ???   
Feb 10th - Chili Cookoff at Emory Bennett.1920 Mason Ave, 

Daytona Beach,   Set up at 10 AM,  Starts at 12 Noon  

Feb. 11th - Riders District Meeting at Post 6 in Deland at 2  
Feb. 24th—Chapter 45 meeting at 9:30 .  
   Remember our Fundraiser on March 24th for God's Kitch-
en.  If you'd like a Flyer, stop at the post and there will be 
some available  
 
    We are asking members to step up to fill these positions: 
Membership, Safety Officer and 1st Vice.   

      SAL Squadron   
Chuck Gauthier Commander 

               

 Hello all SQUADRON 45 members. 
I am very excited with Lester Sheppard signing another new 
member. 
   As we continue to grow our squadron, we are helping many 
veterans. Our focus this year has been on decks and ramps. 
However, we find ourselves cleaning up yards and replacing 
floors in mobile homes, replacing hot water tanks and fixing 
wells. We stay busy and are loving it. 
   The picture is of the team (Howard, Rob, Ken, Chuck and 
Lester) with Gladys Hodge’s niece after completing the ramp. 
Note the American Legion coin 
inserted in the cement pad in 
front. 
   We will be doing past com-
mander Chuck Frames’ (long 
overdue) deck next week
( February 1st or 2nd ) so stay 
in touch for when and where. 
We welcome anyone to join us 
for 15 minutes or 4-5 hours, 
whatever is good for you. 
    We are all in this together. 
    Our regular SAL meeting 
is February 24th at 10:30.                                               
For God and Country  

https://maps.google.com/?q=1920+Mason+Ave,+Daytona+Beach&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1920+Mason+Ave,+Daytona+Beach&entry=gmail&source=g


    Warrior Cane Self-Defense Seminar— “The Ameri-

can Cane System was created to be an efficient and effective 

defense system that can be used by anyone, and is legal to carry 

anywhere. Discover for yourself the power and versatility of 

this overlooked self defense tool—the cane. They provide 

training, improving therapy and morale for Veterans world 

wide.”  

    Grand Master Mark Shuey Sr held a free training class at the 

Post 45 on Jan 5th from 1-4pm. Over 70 participants learned 

how to use the cane in self defense situations with hands on 

training. The large group split into smaller groups (some went 

outside where there was more room to try the moves) and we 

had multiple trainers. Each veteran received an oak or hickory 

hand made cane that were specifically designed for defense and 

can be used as a walking aid. If you are at the post, you may 

see a member sporting the free cane. Just like anything new 

you learn, Grand Master Shuey encouraged everyone to prac-

tice, practice, practice for any situation. 

Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans  Luncheon 

   Charlie Cox, Gary St.Onge, Greg and Pat Andries attended  the 

luncheon hosted by the AL Auxiliary Unit 189 in Sebastian, FL.  

“Welcome Home” Certificates from the DAR and Congressional 

pins were presented to each veteran. The guest speaker was Mel-

vin Morris, Congressional Medal of Honor recipient who spoke 

on the war and coming home from the Vietnam war and never 

being welcomed home and told to NOT wear their uniforms 

when they came stateside. It was a far cry from the welcome 

home of WWII veterans. They included a POW/MIA ceremony 

placing a black shirt on the back of a chair and the  branch hat at 

each place setting. Also recognized were the Purple Heart recipi-

ents which included Greg and 6 other veterans. This is the second 

year for this event and they will have another next year.  It is in 

District 12 but all Vietnam veterans and those in that era are wel-

come to attend.  It is a very special recognition and would recom-

mend you  attend next year. Contact Greg Andries if interested.  

Vietnam Veterans—Once Strangers, Forever Brothers 

January Army Recognition  Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

What a turn out! We had a recognition ceremony for our American Legion and our community Army veterans.  Certificates of Ap-

preciation for their service, challenger coins and pins were presented to nineteen men and women Army veterans that attended the 

dinner.  The Legion served a choice of shrimp or chicken with coleslaw, baked potato, corn and  a selection of desserts. The food 

was delicious and the comradery was great! Many new family members from the community shared their evening with us. Big band 

music played in the background for atmosphere.  

 My Shining Stars                                          Pat Hunt 

I would like to say “Thank You” to Pat and Greg Andries for 

always ready to step up and help with there donations of so 

many jackets and coats for one of our local Putnam County 

school’s students. 

If you would like to help all you have to do is drop off gently 

used or new hoodie jackets and/or coats in all sizes. girls or 

boys, to the American Legion Post 45 at 316 Osceola Street. 

We will deliver them to schools so they can give to the chil-

dren.  

Thanks everyone for your help. 

Auxiliary Education Chairman 

Volunteer Hours Report Needed 

   The Annual Report is submitted each year in May to tell our 

story and let National know what we have done for the past year. 

This report to Congress is compiled from across the American 

Legion to showcase our volunteerism for our Veterans and Chil-

dren. Please send BQ Buque or Pat Andries the hours, mileage 

and money you have volunteered for year, from July 2017 to the 

end of January 2018. We will ask for this information again to 

capture your volunteer hours, mileage, and donations from the 

end of January 2018 through June, so please start tracking this to 

make it easier to remember. Forms are available at the post and 

may be returned to Auxiliary box or 2nd Vice box. 



Auxiliary Monthly meeting 
  Our meeting is Thursday, Feb 8th at 7 pm. Please 

come and share a potluck dinner at 6 pm.. It is a great 

time with good food and friends.  Remember to look at the cal-

endar for the various meals the post hosts.   

   Our Post 45 Valentine Dinner will be Saturday February 17th 

at 6 pm. See flyer on last page of this newsletter. 

         2017-18   Auxiliary Officer Email Information      
President—Donna Rodda    dcraux45@gmail.com 

1st Vice—Pat Hunt  Auxiliaryunit45@yahoo.com   

2nd Vice—Pat Andries   pngandries@gmail.com 

Secretary—Dianne Sanders    deesjettabugs@yahoo.com           

Treasurer—Vacant 

Chaplain—Augustine Davenport   

Please contact them with Auxiliary news or questions.  

Calendar of Monthly Meeting Programs 

This is the suggested Dept. calendar of activities/ discussions for 

monthly meetings.  Chairmen - please be prepared to share in-

formation during the following months to help us understand the 

programs supported by ALA. It can be in the form of a program, 

talk, round-table discussion or special meeting in keeping with 

the subject for the month. 

Feb.—Americanism               Mar.—Community Service 

Apr.—Children and Youth    May—Poppy  

Jun.—Juniors 

If there isn’t a chairman,  members are asked to volunteer to 

present it. Please let President Donna know which topic you 

would like to present. We are a safe, friendly group to present to 

and want the best for everyone. Thank you for your support.   

“Boxes for our Troops”  

 Our Auxiliary sent several boxes of goodies to our troops. We  

want to send more. We are asking for donations of hotel size 

bottles of shampoo and conditioner, small bottles of mouth-

wash, toothpaste, toothbrushes, razors, deodorants, snacks, 

cookies, nuts, beef jerky and hard candy. Our goal is to send 

boxes in April. Please mark them “For the troop boxes” and 

bring items to the post. Thank you for helping support our 

troops. 

     Contact President Donna Rodda for time and date the boxes 

will be assembled and mailed.  Your help is needed to make this 

a success and help us honor our serving veterans. 

Girls State 2018                                  Donna Rodda  

    We are now taking applications for Girls State 2018 and that 

information with application forms can be found at The Ameri-

can Legion State of Florida website:  

     Application Link: https://alafl.org/programs/girls-state/

delegate-application  

     Contact Donna Rodda if you know a girl that is a Junior and 

interested in attending. 386-972-9199 

Presidents’ Tea 

    On Sunday, January 21st, our past president members of The 

American Legion Auxiliary were honored with a Presidents’ 

Tea.  Commander Ted Rodda welcomed us to the post and Le-

gion Sargent at Arms Stan Owens escorted the members to re-

ceive their certificates. President Donna Rodda presided over 

the ceremony and was assisted by Sandee Heineman and Dianne 

Sanders.  District President Toni Ellsworth and Duel Member 

Virginia Wygonik were the speakers.  Receiving Certificates 

and gifts were past presidents Pat Andries, Marilynn Gauthier, 

Pat Hunt, Linda Sliter and Kay Rogers-Wells. Unable to attend 

were past presidents Terry Cromer and Leota Wilkinson.  

Calling all Auxiliary Members 

Needed Now in ALA 

1 Treasurer 

2 members to serve on Executive Committee 

2 members the 1st Saturday of  each  month  for Membership 

table at Walmart  from 9—split time (doesn’t have to be every 

month if enough volunteer) 

1 assistant for Carolyn Bennett on the Community Committee 

1 assistant for Rebekah Hutton on the PR Committee ABC School                                                Linda Sliter 

   On Saturday. January 13th,  in Port Orange,  Shirley Frazier 

hosted an ABC class.  She is very knowledgeable  in the Ameri-

can Legion Auxiliary as she has held many offices. Shirley 

spoked on the election of officers and how they are to do their 

jobs correctly. It was amazing the things you learn even after 

being a member for many years. She also explained on filing all 

of our tax forms.  Also had discussion on the Constitution and 

By-Laws. A wonderful lunch was served   

    Dates to remember—Chili cook-off Feb 10 at Emory Bennett. 

Set up at 10 am. The District meeting is March 10th at Post 6 in 

Deland. Sign-in at 12 noon and meeting at 1 pm –covered dish.  

End of Year reports will be addressed at this meeting.  

    Attending from our unit were Marilynn Gauthier,  Kaye Rog-

ers-Wells, Pat Hunt, Donna Rodda, and Linda Sliter.  

Membership—Auxiliary                       Pat Hunt 

    Well, the 1st month in 2018 has come and gone. I see we 

have several Auxiliary members that haven't renewed their 

membership yet.  So take a few minutes to stop by the post and 

pay the person at the Post Watch desk or drop it in the mail. If 

you’re computer friendly, you may pay on line at alafl.org. We 

will also have a table at the Airport Fly-In on Saturday, January 

27th.  

    There are lots more benefits with paid membership. 

Thank you to all those that have volunteered their time doing 

what they do. Without our volunteers, we would not be a suc-

cessful Unit. We can always use more, so please don't hesitate 

to come down and help. Even if it's just an hour a month.  

  “It isn’t enough to be busy.  So are the 

ants.  the question is: What are we busy 

about?”                             Henry David Thoreau 

mailto:dcrodda@yahoo.com
https://alafl.org/programs/girls-state/delegate-application
https://alafl.org/programs/girls-state/delegate-application
http://alafl.org/


 

 
 

 

The American Legion Post 45 

 Valentine  Dinner 

    Recognition of the Unit 45 Auxiliary 

   Saturday, February 17th at 6 p.m. 

Open to the public 

Serving  Filet Steak 

With baked potato, mixed vegetables,  

salad and dessert 

Drinks will be coffee and iced tea  

Sodas and bottled water are $1.00 

 

$10 for adults and $5 for children 4-12 years 

Auxiliary members $5 

Purchase tickets from Post Watch and Legion Members 

Please RSVP to Post 45  ph. 386-28-6976 

 by Friday, Feb 16th at noon. 

 

 

50/50 drawing, door prizes and raffles 

 

Located “On the hill at 9th and Crill” 

 


